AMERICAN LEGION POST 721
San Juan Capistrano, California
Meeting Notice for February 16, 2025
COMMANDER — David Berg
https://americanlegionpost721.org

Post members will meet on Monday, February 16, no later than 6:00 PM at the
Community Center in San Juan Capistrano, California. The dinner committee for
this month is made up of Tom McKray, Allen Muir, and Brian V.

Commander’s Message

Greetings Post 721. This year’s Swallows Day Parade will take place on Saturday,
March 21st. This is San Juan Capistrano’s signature event, and this year is especially
meaningful as we also celebrate 250 years of United States independence.

This will mark our 65th year of participation, and it’s important that we proudly
represent Post 721. For those who are able to march in the parade, we will muster
at San Juan Elementary School on EI Camino Real no later than 10:30 a.m. The
parade begins promptly at 11:00 a.m. We still have two seats left on the horse-
drawn carriage, so if you’re unable to walk the parade, let me know if you would
like a ride.

While not required, the preferred uniform is a Legion cap, white shirt, and black
pants. Let’s turn out strong and show our Post pride.

A big shout-out goes to Mike Darnold (yes, Seahawks quarterback Sam Darnold’s
grandfather) from the San Juan Capistrano Rotary Club for their very generous
$2,000 donation to our Boys and Girls State program. Thanks to this support, we
are able to send two juniors from schools we have not previously sponsored, which
is a tremendous opportunity to showcase this great program to more people.

Your participation at our Monday meeting would be greatly appreciated. This past
year we have been fortunate to receive several donations and hold successful
fundraising events. At the meeting we will be speak about multiple veteran
organizations in need of support, and your voice is important in helping decide
where we can make the greatest impact.

And again; If you have difficulty walking and want to ride in this year’s Swallows
Day Parade, see me, Dave Berg, to possibly get a ride in a horse-drawn carriage.

Let’s keep the momentum going and continue doing great work together. Along
with you, I look forward to continuing our success in 2026.

Commander David Berg
949/633-2341



Car Seats for Camp Pendleton Expectant Mothers
Post 721 has been purchasing strollers/car seats for
expectant mothers at Camp Pendleton. We support this
event with San Clemente Military Family Outreach. The
young families come to us every year to pick up these
valuable donations. The picture shows Legionnaire Barry
Gordy and Commander Berg with the car seats we
donated this year.

Attention New Members

We need to get phone numbers and email addresses of the new members of Post 721,
Unit 721 Auxiliary, and Sons of the American Legion Squadron 721 so we can add them
to newsletter mailing list. Please see Legionnaire Jan Hertzen for a name badge and to
be put on the list.

Our January meeting had competition from the National Collegiate Football
championship game, so we adapted! And we didn’t have a cooking committee
this month so our meal came from Costco!



Legionnaires Robert Ruiz and Barry Gordy are checking out our 2026
membership cards in preparation for distribution to Post 721 Legionnaires.
Jason Auclair and Tom Nerhus seem to be discussing the bar inventory.

Despite the small turnout, the show went on!



DINNER COMMITTEES 2026

MARCH 2026
Jan Hertzen
Chuck Royce
Larry Kramer

APRIL 2026
Barry Gordy
Greg Nellis
Brian Leahy

MAY 2026
Dennis Draudt
Mike Hunn

JUNE 2026

Paul Valenzuela Jr.
Brian Vermuelen
Mike Hunn

JULY 2026

Rich Heimann
Georgia Edmundson
Dave Zimmerle

AUGUST 2026
Jess Lopez
Sheryl Lopez
Glenn Eugenio

SEPTEMBER 2026
Women’s Auxiliary

OCTOBER 2026
Joe Vielma
Allen Muir
Dave Berg

NOVEMBER 2026
Jan Hertzen

Larry Kramer
Chuck Royce

DECEMBER 2026
Potluck Dinner

Volunteers 98, February 10, 2026



